Choose your printing house consciously
The Nordic Swan makes it easy for you to select a printing house that treats
our environment and our health with respect. Your choice of a printing house
with the Nordic Swan is a contribution towards a cleaner environment, better
conditions in the workplace and a healthier future for us all.
Printing houses with the Nordic Swan meet stringent requirements:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use of environmentally sound paper
Use of inks based on vegetable oil or water
Recycling of printed material
Minimal spoilage and other waste
Energy-saving measures and use of energy from renewable sources
Attention to chemicals in the workplace; limiting the risk of
breathing organic solvent fumes

The requirement regarding environmentally sound paper concerns:
• Energy consumption and carbon dioxide emissions
• Use of chemicals
• Use of recycling fibre and of wood from sustainably managed forests

Show your commitment to the environment
The easiest way to get a complete list of printing houses with the Nordic Swan
is to visit www.ecolabel.dk/soeg?query=Trykkerier&category=produkter.
Work with your printer to select the right type of paper, and remember to tell
your graphic designer to place the Nordic Swan in the layout to communicate
your environmental commitment. The logo itself and guidelines on its use can
be found at www.ecolabel.dk.

Ecolabelling Denmark

Danish Standards
Kollegievej 6
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Are the forests inspected as well?
Certainly! One of the requirements for the Nordic Swan is for a certain percentage of the pulp fibres in the paper to be derived from sustainably managed
forests or from recycled paper.
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One requirement is to keep energy consumption in paper production low.
Requirements with respect to the chemicals used in the production of
paper and in printing are also strict. For example, the Nordic Swan promotes inks that do not interfere with paper recycling.
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Environmental management systems or eco-labels?
In many cases, printing houses will opt both for an environmental
management system and for the Nordic Swan. But ISO 14001 / EMAS
certification is not the same as the Nordic Swan. It is true that the two
can complement each other, but whereas ISO 14001 / EMAS concentrate
on processes as they relate to the environment, the Nordic Swan defines
concrete targets and tightens the criteria at regular intervals.

taken into account
• the quality of the
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How about quality?
The quality of the printed products from a printing house bearing the
Nordic Swan is fully comparable with that of other printing houses.
It is a myth that the Nordic Swan means compromising quality, coarse,
recycled paper and low-contrast colour images fading into a diffuse grey
mist.
Nordic Swan labelled paper is available in many qualities – including bright
white. It lets you produce colourful and creative printed artwork, while at
the same time meeting the strict environmental requirements of the
Nordic Swan.
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